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the Caramnassa to support Sujah Dowlali if he should require our assistance
and to confirm that terror of our arms with which the Mahrattas seem already
to be so strongly impressed. This motion we expect \\i\\ produce the full
effect, without striking a blow.
23.    We learn with great satisfaction by the latest advices from the Coa^t
that all differences with Nizam All are likely to be removed, should this
desirable event take place, we hope to concert a plan of operations \uih the
Presidencies of Madras and Bombay, which will effectually prevent our beini:
molested in future by the Mahrattas, by obliging them to confine their w holt-
attention to the preservation of \\hat they now possess.    At present they are
the only power who can excite disturbances in Bengal, nor have \\e anything
further than a mere temporary interruption to our collections to apprehend
even from them, since with our well disciplined numerous army, \\e may bid
defiance to the most powerful force of the country that can be assembled in
the field.
24.    Having maturely considered your orders conveyed in paragraph 39
of your General Letter by the Lord Camden, we entirely agree in opinion that
the Government hath undoubted right 10 oblige the inhabitants to con-
tribute their proportion of the expences necessary to the security of the settle-
ment, but as not only the propriety of such an assessment but even our power
of levying taxes hath been questioned, and this proposal already rejected in
the Consultations of the Board in the year 1762, we choose to avoid renewing
it at a juncture when the affluence of the Company renders it unnecessary and
when such an exertion of authority might possibly revive discontent and
rekindle those sparks of sedition which have been so recently suppressed. To
admit of a certainty, thev are thoroughly extinguished : however, lest it should
hereafter be thought expedient to assess the inhabitants for the purpose men-
tioned or for any other measure of the Government, we could wish to recom-
mend that you w-ould please to consult the learned in the law, how far the
authority of your Governor and Council acting here as your representatives-,
extends over the property of the inhabitants living under their protection.
25.    You will observe from our proceedings that Mr. RumbokVs appoint-
ment to a seat at the Board with the standing he held at vour Presidency of
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Fort St. George was considered by Messrs. Aldersey, Kelsall and Floyer as an
injury to themselves and a super cession which their conduct at the Board
no way justified. At the same time we confess the merit of these gentlemen,
we must observe that the injury would ha\e been still greater to
Mr. Rumbold bad he been denied that rank in Council to which he was
entitled by faithful services. Our objection was not to him, but to a selection
from this establishment which we conceived would serve only to aggravate
the general discontent and we therefore gave him assurances at the time that
his supcrcession would be temporary. With the Committee's declaration that
such assurances had been given, we are of opinion the Madras gentlemen
might have remained satisfied, until the sentiments of the Court of Directors
could be received ; since it is evident we were reduced by necessity to this
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measure   without   intention   of   injuring   or   in   any   degree   superceding
Mr. Rumbold, whose services to the Company both in a civil and military
capacity so deservedly entitle him to an exemption from every indignity.